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[From Al-Istiqaamah Magazine, Issue No. 2, Safar 1417H / July 1996 CE.]

APl Al Ay

In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Questioner: Firstly: | begin my question by seeking your advice that | may benefit from you
with regards to how | may increase my 'Eemaan (faith)?

Secondly: | wish to learn about the religion, however Islaamic books are very rare in my
country (Algeria), except some books which are with some brothers — may Allaah reward
them with goodness.

Thirdly: | work as a builder and the people that | work with do not really have sound faith
and their speech is nothing more than gossip and obscenities.

Fourthly: | keep company with a brother whose beliefs are corrupt and who constantly
speaks ill of the righteous and believing brothers and | feel very distraught about this. So |
hope that you will direct me to a cure for this disease.

Shaykh Abdul-Azeez ibn Baaz (@ 4as3)":

Firstly: We advise you to recite the Qur’aan frequently and that you increase in your hearing
of it and in your recitation of it. Reflect and consider its meaning to the best of your ability
and what you do not understand of it, then ask the people of knowledge of your country
about it, or write to those outside of your country from the Scholars of Sunnah (Prophetic
guidance).

We also advise you to increase in the dhikr (remembrance) of Allaah with such
remembrances and supplications that are authentically related, such as saying laa ilahaa
ilallaah (that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah), or saying subhaanallaah
wal-hamdulillaah wa laa ilaha ilallaahu wallaahu akbar (declaring Allaah free from all
imperfections, praising Him and declaring that none has the right to be worshipped except
Him and that He is greater), and their like. For this purpose, we urge you to refer to books
such as al Kalimut-Tayyib of Ibn Taymeeyyah, al Waabilus-Sayyib of Ibn al-Qayyim,
Riyaadhus-Saaliheen and al-Adhkaar both by Imaam an-Nawawee, and their like.

! (@ 42a7) (rahimahullaah) May Allaah have mercy on him
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This is because the remembrance of Allaah increases 'Eemaan (faith) and causes hearts to
attain tranquillity, as Allaah - the Most High — said: "Indeed in the remembrance of Allaah do

hearts find tranquillity."?

Also preserve your five daily Prayers, your Fasting and the rest of your obligations — along
with hoping in Allaah’s mercy and forgiveness and relying upon Him in all your affairs. Allaah
— the Most High — said: "The Believers are only those who, when Allaah is mentioned, feel a
fear in the hearts, and when His Verses are recited to them, it increases their 'Eemaan
(faith), and they put their trust and rely upon Allaah alone. They are those who perform
the Prayer and spend out of that which We have given them, they are Believers in truth.
For them are grades of dignity and nobility with their Lord, and also forgiveness and
generous provisions."

Secondly: Islaamic books are easily found in every Muslim country, especially in public
libraries and bookshops. So the one who seeks after them will find them. We advise you to
refer to the people of knowledge of the Sharee’ah (Prescribed Law of Allaah) so that they
may direct you to suitable books for you to read, borrow or buy. If there are any problems
regarding this, then it is not fitting for us to stop answering your questions from the Pure
Revelation —and We ask Allaah that He makes us firm in that, and only His help is sought.

Thirdly, Fourthly: It is upon you to keep good company and to sit in righteous gatherings in
order to benefit from them and their manners and their knowledge and that they may assist
you in cultivating obedience to Allaah. So be careful and beware of bad companionship, and
evil gathering. Beware, so that they may not influence you, adversely affecting your morals
and manners, such that you fall into ill-repute, or that they weaken your resolve and
determination in fulfilling your religious obligations and the obligations to your family.
Indeed, the Prophet sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam advised the Ummabh to sit in good gatherings,
and he warned them from the evil and foul gatherings, and he gave a noble example about
this, when he said: “The example of a good companion and a bad companion is like that of
a seller of musk, and the one who blows the blacksmith’s bellows. As for the seller of
musk then either he will grant you some, or you buy some from him, or at the very least
you enjoy a pleasant smell from him. As for the one who blows the blacksmith’s bellows,
then either he will burn your clothes, or you will get an offensive smell from him.” This
was related by al-Bukhaaree (4/323), from Aboo Moosaa al-Ash’aree radiallaahu ‘anhu.

% soorah ar-Ra’dd 13:28
® Soorah al-Anfaal 8:2-4
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